CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY  2nd NOVEMBER  2006.

Present:
David Brown : Chair


Douglas Micklethwait 


Becki Withers :Vice Chair.

Eddie Quirk








Simon Falla



Jonny Sykes




Tim Harker



David Clark : Parish Clerk

In attendance : There were none
ITEM 1 :   APOLOGIES : KDC Cllr Peter Veasey  

ITEM 2 :  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST :  the Chair declared an interest in Item 15.2 since his property borders on that of the applicant.
ITEM 3 :  





APPROVAL OF  PREVIOUS MINUTES
3.1
Approval of the minutes of the meeting on 14th September 06 was proposed by Cllr Withers, seconded by Cllr Quirk and agreed by all.  


ITEM  4 :   MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES.  
4.1
Item 15: Verge Protection Pilot Scheme.  A Licence to Cultivate was still awaited from WCC.
4.2
Item 20 : Recycling of Plastic & Cardboard.  KDC are still considering their policy on this matter. 

4.3
Item 23.1 :  Tibbs Meadow Footpath.  Cllr Sykes was thanked for replacing the ‘safety’ post.
ITEM  5 :  POLICE MATTERS
5.1
Cllr Harker summarised the outcome of the last meeting of the Police Consultative Cttee.  A key point was the clear reluctance of the hard pressed force to make time for routine attendance at Local Council meetings.  It was agreed that the Police would be advised of the dates of planned meetings but would be reassured that their attendance would only be actively sought in response to specific problems.   Action : Chair and Cllr Harker 
ITEM 6 :
CONSERVATION AREA STATUS FOR CHUTE STANDEN
6.1
The Chair noted that the Planning Policies Executive Ctte of KDC had decided not to proceed with Conservation Area status for  Chute Standen because  “it was felt to be a loose collection of properties that lacked cohesive character;  much of the best architecture is hidden from public view and there is no obvious edge or boundary.  On balance therefore designation would not serve a clear purpose.” It was agreed that any developments in the area would nevertheless continue to be watched with care. 
ITEM 7 :
INSURANCE – REVIEW OF PROPERTY VALUATIONS
7.1
The Clerk noted that the Pavilion and War Memorial valuations were still outstanding : Mr Cherrington, Chair of the KGPF Management Committee, had not yet provided an updated valuation for the former.  As regards the War Memorial, the Chair advised that a company , Nimbus of Frome, could provide a valuation but this could be quite expensive. He would arrange to take photographs of the Memorial, forward these to the Company, and seek a free general estimate which might at least indicate if the current insurance value was of the right order. Action : Chair. 
ITEM 8 :
ADDITIONAL BT TELEGRAPH POLE AT CHUTE CADLEY GREEN
8.1
The letter of objection sent by the Clerk to BT on 23rd September 2006 had been e.mailed to all members: the content was formally agreed by all.   The Clerk advised that a general/standard acknowledgement had since been received.  All agreed to await a more specific response/outcome.
ITEM 9 :
FINANCE : APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS
9.1
The Clerk advised that the value of two agenda items proposed required correction as follows:-


Cost of WALC briefing packs to be revised to £18.80 : to include VAT.
Cost of LexisNexis ‘7th Edition of  Local Council Admin’ to be revised to £53.45 :to include p&p. 
9.2
During subsequent discussion of the proposed payments it was noted that the financial situation of the KGPF Management Cttee was unclear – particularly given the recent generous donation by the Fete Committee.   Given the pressure to contain the size of the 2007/08 Precept, it was decided to defer a decision on this payment until the next meeting.  In the meantime the Chair would discuss with both Chute Forest PC and the Chair of the KGPF Cttee.  Approval of the following payments was then agreed by all on a proposal by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Falla  -   Action : Chair :-

£56.34 to Mr John Turner for work on Notice Boards


£18.80 to WALC  : a Councillor’s and a Clerk’s briefing pack.


£25.00 to Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal : wreath


£40.00 to Chute Parochial Church Cttee – grant in-aid of graveyard maintenance


£33.00 to Village Hall : Rental for June, August & September meetings


£53.45 to LexisNexis Butterworths : Copy of 7th Edition of Local Council Admin’n
ITEM  10:  FINANCE –  CLEANSING GRANT/YOUTH INITIATIVE

10.1
The Chair noted that there had been no response to the request made in the last issue of the Chronicle for suggested uses for the cleansing/litter grant funds held in the accounts.  In view of this, and the earlier failure of robust attempts to involve community youth in a scheme for cleaning/protection of the Upper Chute bus shelter, it was now necessary to finally determine whether an appropriate use could be established.  Subsequent discussion recognised that the recent amenity skip had been potentially oversubscribed; further that there was a credible link between the ending/restriction of ‘free’ refuse removal and a trend towards more fly tipping (Clerk’s note: see item under AOB below).  On a proposal by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Withers,  it was agreed by all that the grant should be used to fund the two scheduled amenity skips and the balance held in general contingency against the possible justification for a further such skip in the post Christmas/New Year period.  Action : Clerk/RFO
ITEM 11 :
FINANCE – ASSISTANCE TO THE VILLAGE HALL
11.1
Cllr Quirk, the appointed representative on the Village Hall Cttee, advised that a survey had been commissioned to establish the extent of essential maintenance which was required and the order of cost.  The Chair noted that the response to his inquiries about potential funding assistance from Tidworth Development Trust and other bodies he had approached was very encouraging.   It was then agreed by all that the next step was for the Village Hall Cttee to produce an authoritative case for investment in the maintenance of the fabric of the Village Hall which the Council could then actively sponsor. ( in line with minutes of June Mtgs – item 11)   The Chair to write to the Hall Trustees accordingly   Action :  Chair & Clerk(draft)
ITEM 12 :
FINANCE – FORECAST OF FINANCIAL OUTCOME FOR FY 2006/07
12.1
The Clerk/RFO gave an analysis of the Forecast presented with the agenda.  In essence the general contingency reserve had been increased by £107.05 since the June Forecast: representing relatively minor adjustments to costs for realism and a small increase in forecast vat recovery.  The risk assessment had been simplified as actual costs became apparent and continued to show no unmanageable risk.  After discussion Cllr Sykes proposed acceptance, seconded by Cllr Quirk and agreed by all.
ITEM 13 :
REFURBISHMENT OF PARISH WELL AT  CHUTE CADLEY
13.1
The item in the October issue of the Chute Chronicle seeking to form a group of volunteers to take this project forward was noted.  The Chair and Cllr Harker would liaise with this group and report back when help was appropriate -  e.g. to identify potential sources of funding and advice on the detailed establishment of project aims.  Action : Cllrs Brown and Harker
ITEM 14 :
TREES AT SOUTH BOUNDARY OF TIBBS MEADOW – SAFETY ETC
14.1
The Chair advised that Simon Turner the KDC Arboricultural Officer had kindly provided a report on the trees; had confirmed that some had been deliberately damaged; and that some were a safety hazard.   The Clerk had written to Shaftesbury Housing Association (SHA) advising them of the Council’s concern and providing a copy of the KDC report.  The Clerk advised that, following an initial exchange of e.mails,  SHA had confirmed that as at 27th October 06 they had spoken with Simon Turner and had contacted their tree surgeon.   It was agreed that this was a satisfactory development but that, to ensure the safety of the public,  the Clerk should write to SHA and seek confirmation of when the remedial work was scheduled to take place.
14.2
The Chair noted that SHA had also stated that they would welcome the Council’s proposals for replanting of suitable tree species.  It was agreed that the Clerk’s letter should also extend an invitation to SHA to send a member of their management to ‘walk the ground’ and discuss the way ahead for the development/maintenance of this substantial planted area in such a way as to recover this crucial element of the approach to Upper Chute – also to represent the views offered by the occupiers of the houses at the Southern boundary.  It was agreed that the Chair and Cllr Sykes would provisionally hold themselves available for such a meeting.    Action : Clerk   
ITEM  15:  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
15.1
Application 55268&9/F 1 Tolly Cottages, Chute Cadley Chute: extension & garage.   Papers in support of this (re)submission had been circulated well in advance and on-site visits made. An extension to the KDC deadline to follow the meeting had been obtained by the Clerk..  It was agreed that the development continued to be supported in principle but that such support should be conditional on satisfaction of two points relating to the closeness of the proposed extension to the boundary and the relative plot levels in that area. The agreed text to be submitted to KDC forthwith – copy to the Chair.   Action : Clerk   
15.2
Application 55265/Tr2  Old Vicarage, Upper Chute.  Extensive tree work.    Cllr Brown (Chair) withdrew for this item (Clerk’s note : see Item 2) and the Vice Chair presided.  An extension to the KDC deadline to follow the meeting had been obtained by the Clerk.. It was agreed that there should be no objection to the proposed work.  Clerk to process forthwith.  Action : Clerk   
15.3
To note and confirm all received/processed since last meeting .   The Clerk read the following  record of actions since the last meeting:-

54898/F  Ground at Englemere Hse, Upper Chute – change of use to garden.  No objection PC. Now approved by KDC.
55131/F  Meerkat Burrows, Upper Chute – single storey extension. No objection lodged by PC.

55170/Tr2 Meerkat burrows, Upper Chute – remove tree branches. No objection by PC. Now approved by KDC
15.4
Advance notification of work proposed at Melbury Lodge, Upper Chute  The Chair drew attention to a letter received from the absentee owners of this property confirming their intention to live in the property in due course and  seeking support for work they would propose.: also to the response sent by the Clerk which welcomed their approach but properly advised that the Council’s response to all Planning Applications was necessarily objective.  The general tone of the letter was welcomed and the response sent approved.
ITEM 16 :
NEW PARISH STEWARD SCHEME
16.1
The Clerk had met William Lee, the new Parish Steward, on the 4th October.  It had been a useful start to the new system and a significant list of road defects (compiled by the Clerk) had been discussed both with the Steward and , subsequently, with the office co-ordinator.  There was nothing further to be done but to watch for a response.  In the meantime it was agreed that Members would notify the Clerk of any defects as they became aware of them.  Action : All Members
ITEM 17 :
WINTER GRITTING ROUTES
17.1
The Clerk produced copies of maps showing the extended gritting routes negotiated with WCC. It was agreed that a short description of the revised routes should be placed in the next issue of the Chronicle – also that the first 15 minutes of the next meeting should be advertised as an open public discussion period during which parishioners could inspect the maps and ask any questions.  Action : Clerk
ITEM 18 :
DOG MESS – POOP SCOOP BINS
18.1
The Clerk read the KDC response to a suggested provision of poop scoop bins.  In essence, since the waste is ‘contaminated’ collection/disposal is expensive and such a service would not be considered cost effective.   A number of informal complaints about ‘dog mess’ were discussed and it was agreed that an item should be placed in the Chronicle – the emphasis to be on the dangers to health and, given the District Council Policy (supported by the penalties now available under the Clean Neighbourhoods Act 2005)  and on the likely consequences for offending dog owners should formal action occur.   Action : Clerk
ITEM 19 :
ALTERATION TO DATE OF 2007 ANNUAL MEETING
19.1
Following the elections scheduled for next May, the date should be altered from the 10th to the 17th May 2007. Proposed by Cllr Withers, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait and agreed by all.   Action : Clerk
ITEM 20 :
AMBULANCE SERVICE – RESIDENCE LOCATION DATA
20.1
Cllr Sykes confirmed that review of the Ambulance Service data-base would be completed shortly. 
ITEM 21 :
WILTSHIRE COMMUNITY WEB-SITE
21.1
Cllr Falla  anticipated that action on this would be back on schedule soon. 
ITEM 22 :



ANY OTHER BUSINESS
22.1
Allotments/’Longview’ Boundary    The Chair drew attention to the position adopted at the December 2005 Meeting (Item 19) and advised that action might have to be brought forward with regard to ‘sheds’ on the boundary to permit Mrs Mustey to proceed with her approved building plans on the Longview site :  Members to anticipate action/discussion soon. (Clerk’s note :  this may involve re-constitution of the sub-group comprising the Chair, Cllr Quirk, Cllr Sykes).
22.2
Fallen Tree at junction of RofW 13 & 14    The Clerk advised that following receipt of a report. rather than call WCC,  he had approached adjacent land owners who had both been very helpful given uncertainties over land ownership there.  In the event Mr Lambert was understood to have undertaken to pay for the services of a Tree Surgeon.   A vote of thanks was passed unanimously : Clerk to convey to Mr Lambert.   Action : Clerk
22.3
Fly Tipping on Plashette Lane (close to junction with Dummer Lane)  The Clerk noted that following his report to KDC of a significant dump at this location on Sunday 22nd October,  all traces had been removed by Tuesday morning.  He had written thanking KDC Environmental Crime Enforcement Team.  All supported this action.
22.4
Emergency Planning Exercise  Barry Caddick  (CEV) had asked for confirmation of numbers attending on evening of 9 November (Clerk’s note :  as arranged at June 06 Meeting).   Cllrs Brown, Sykes, Harker and Micklethwait to attend plus the Clerk.  
22.5   




































The Chair noted that the next meeting was scheduled for 7th December and, there being no further business, closed the meeting at 21.10.
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Signed


Dated


